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13
th

 March 2018  

 

The Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

Prime Minister 

10 Downing St 

London 

SW1A 2AA 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 

We stand united with the National Trust against INEOS and the threat of fracking in the UK 

  

We are writing to you today to outline our growing concerns over the potential exploration and 

development of shale gas in England - in particular, with regard to the bullish attitude of the 

petrochemical company INEOS. 

 

INEOS are now at the forefront of developing Hydraulic Fracturing (Fracking) in the United Kingdom 

and mainland Europe, and intend to use the fracked hydrocarbons not just for fuel but for its own 

energy-intensive petrochemical and plastics productions. This contributes directly and significantly to 

the overall growing problem of plastic pollution. 

 

We strongly condemn the recent legal threat against the National Trust by INEOS and we also want 

to declare our strong and firm support for the National Trust, which - by protecting Clumber Park from 

the fracking industry - is protecting priceless cultural and environmental heritage of the UK on behalf 

of the needs of current and future generations. 

 

This extremely risky technique is deeply unpopular. Opinion polling in the UK has consistently shown 

very low support for fracking, with the most recent government poll showing twice as many people 

were opposed to fracking (32%) as supported it (16%), while over 99% of those responding to the 

Scottish government’s consultation were opposed to fracking going ahead in Scotland.  

 

The publication of your own Clean Growth Strategy does not explain how fracking can be 

accommodated within the government’s statutory fourth and fifth carbon budgets, despite the 

Committee on Climate Change having instructed the Government to do so. Indeed, fracking is not 

even mentioned in the Clean Growth Strategy despite the government’s clear intention to pursue it. 

The ‘Gas Security of Supply’ report, also contained no details on plans for hydraulic fracturing in 

energy security projections for the UK over the next 20 years and has confirmed that shale gas is not 

needed to ensure a security of supply for the UK. 

 

Not only is there no “national need” for shale gas, even under your own government’s policy, but 

countless peer-reviewed scientific studies have shown and acknowledged how harmful and damaging 

this extraction process can be. The fracking industry itself consumes space and water on a large 

scale. Through the construction of a network of thousands of wells, associated pipelines and 

compressor stations, it has a significant negative impact on the development of the targeted regions 



and will be detrimental to areas where either settlements or agriculturally, environmentally and/or 

culturally sensitive zones can be found. Seismic surveys are just the first step of this kind of 

“development”. If the surveys showed there to be sufficient gas, Ineos could go back to court and try 

to force Landowners to allow it access to frack and extract it. 

 

Climate change is one of the most urgent and complex threats to the British countryside today. 

Fracking poses significant risks to the natural environment through loss or fragmentation of habitat, 

disturbance of wildlife and potential pollution of watercourses that support sensitive ecosystems and 

biodiversity and as a driver of climate change. 

  

Science shows that the majority of known fossil fuels must remain unburned in the ground if we want 

to avoid runaway climate change. Therefore, allowing fracking for fossil fuels at any significant scale 

risks breaching our domestic and international obligations on climate change. This is especially so as 

recent scientific advances, recognised by the International Panel on Climate Change, show that the 

impact of fugitive methane is very likely substantially higher than assumed in the government’s own 

modelling of greenhouse-gas emissions. 

 

The UK is a leader in affordable, secure, low-carbon technologies and this growing industrial sector 

has significant potential for jobs, exports and prosperity. It is, therefore, in the overriding “national 

interest” of the UK to tackle climate change, on behalf of its citizens and all future generations.  

 

The councils of Lancashire, Cheshire, Rotherham and Derbyshire have all reasonably rejected 

specific well applications for potential shale gas development. Following a two year consultation 

process, the Scottish Government decided to ban fracking. The case put forward by the fracking 

industry did not convince the Scottish Government and the recent legal challenge by INEOS to 

overturn this democratic decision of the Scottish Government is also of deep concern.  

 

Landowners who are charitable bodies acting in the public interest should most certainly not be forced 

to accept shale development of any kind (including seismic surveys). Landowners of all types have to 

be able to retain the right to say no to companies wanting to access their land for exploration and 

exploitation of fossil fuels. 

 

We stand with the National Trust and Landowners in the defence of their right to say NO to granting 

access to oil and gas companies wanting to survey their land. Landowners, communities and 

individuals should retain the right to protect and defend the assets they value.  

 

We call on the UK government to review current policy, issue an immediate halt to unconventional oil 

and gas exploration in the UK and invest heavily in clean renewable energy, energy efficiency and 

move rapidly towards a low-carbon economy. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Daniel Carey-Dawes 

Senior Infrastructure 
Campaigner, The 
Campaign to Protect 
Rural England

 

Craig Bennett - CEO 

Friends of the Earth 
England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland 

 

Gareth Redmond-King 

Head of Climate & 

Energy Policy 

WWF-UK 

 

Steve Mason 

Campaign Director 
Frack Free United 

 
 
 



Paul Knight 

Chief Executive - 
Salmon & Trout 
Conservation

 

Wenonah Hauter, 

Founder and Executive 

Director of Food & 

Water Watch and Food 

& Water Action Fund 

 
 

Dr Sue Kinsey 

Senior Pollution Policy 
Officer 
Marine Conservation 
Society

 

John Sauven  

Executive Director,  

Greenpeace UK

 

 

Dr Stuart Parkinson 

Executive Director 
Scientists for Global 
Responsibility 

 

Mary Church 

Head of Campaigns 
Friends of the Earth 
Scotland 

 

Claire James 

Campaigns Coordinator 
Campaign Against 
Climate Change

 

Andy Gheorghiu, 

Policy Advisor & 
Campaigner for Food & 
Water Europe 

 

Robbie Young 

NUS Vice-President 
(Society & Citizenship)

  

Martin Salter 

Head of Campaigns 
Angling Trust

 

Naomi Kreitman 

Delegation Coordinator, 
UK Youth Climate 
Coalition

 

Ruth Bradshaw 

Policy and Research 

Manager, Campaign for 

National Parks

 

Andy Tickle 

Friends of the Peak 
District 

 

Mothiur Rahman 

Community charter 
Network

 

Ian Hodson 

National President, 
Bakers’, Food & Allied 
Workers Union 

 

Stephen Kretzmann 

Executive Director and 
Founder, 
Oil Change 
International

 

Joe Corre 
Talk Fracking

 

Vivienne Westwood 
Climate Revolution 

 

Rob Fitzsimons 
Chief Exec

 

Chris Baugh 
Assistant General 
Secretary 
Public and Commercial 
Services Union 

 

Academics 

 

Dr Keith Baker, School of Engineering and the Built Environment, Glasgow Caledonian University 
 



Academics (cont) 
 
Emeritus Professor Keith Barnham Distinguished Research Fellow, Physics Department, Imperial 

College London, London 
 
Dr Steve Connelly, Senior Lecturer Dept. of Urban Studies & Planning University of Sheffield 
 
Dr Matthew Cotton, Lecturer Human Geography, Department of Environment, University of York 
 
Prof. Richard Cowell, Professor of Environmental Planning, Cardiff University 
 
Prof. Nick Cowern, Director, NC Tech Insight Ltd. and Emeritus professor, Newcastle University 
 
Dr Paul Dorfman, The Energy Institute, University College London 
 
Emeritus Professor Chris Garforth, School of Agriculture, Policy and Development, University of 
Reading. 
 
Prof. Robert W. Howarth, Ph.D., Professor of Ecology and Environmental Biology, Cornell 

University, Ithaca, New York 
 
Dr Jeremy Leggett, social entrepreneur and writer on energy 
 
Tony Marmont, Prof, Dsc, Dtech, Hon FEI, Hon.FCIBSE. Fuels From Air Ltd 
 
Dr Simon Pickering, Principal Ecologist , Ecotricity 

Jonathon Porritt (environmental campaigner and writer) 

 
Prof. Susan Roaf, Emeritus professor of Architectural Engineering, Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh 

 
Dr Sandra Steingraber, PhD, biologist, author, Distinguished Scholar in Residence, Ithaca College, 

New York 
 

Prof. Peter Strachan, Professor of Energy Policy, Robert Gordon University Aberdeen Business 

School: Aberdeen 
 
Dr Geoff Wood, Teaching Fellow in International Energy Law and Policy 

Stirling Law School - Research Associate Centre for Energy Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy, 

University of Dundee - Co Editor Palgrave Macmillan Energy Climate and the Environment 

 

Community campaign groups    

  

Rob Basto 

Frack Free Surrey 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve White 

Frack Free Ryedale 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire Stephenson 

Frack Free Lancashire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karen Bannochie 

Frack Free 
Nottinghamshire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David Kesteven  

Eckington Against 

Fracking  

 
Penny Cole, 

Chair, Frackwatch 
Glasgow 

 
 
 

Alan & Jane Finney 

Mosborough Against 

Fracking 

 
 

Bev Fulwood 

Bassetlaw Against 

Fracking (awaiting logo) 

 

Audrey Egan 

Director 

Frack Off Fife 

 
Pamela Hudson 

Frack Watch Terrington 

  
John Atkinson 

 Frack Free 

Scarborough 

 
 

 

Susan Holliday 

Preston New Road 

Action Group 

 
 
 
Helen Savage 
No Fracking in 
Balcombe Society 

 
Pam Foster 

RAFF (Residents 

Action on Fylde 

Fracking) 

 
John Hobson 

Defend Lytham 

 
Louise Somerville 

Frack Free Somerset 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Dixon 

Frack Free East 
Yorkshire 

 
 
Alice Waddicor  

Frack Off London

 
 
 
Harriet MacKenzie-
Williams 
Frack Free Ashfield 

 
 
Adrian Knight 

Woodsetts against 
Fracking 
 

 
 
 
Joanne Sparke, Frack 
Free Upton. 

 
 
David Larder 
Bassetlaw against 
Fracking 

 
 
 
 

Kathryn McWhirter 

Frack Free Sussex 
 

 
 
 
Peter Scott  
Frack Free Totnes 
 

 
 
 
Barbara Richardson 

Roseacre Awareness 
Group 

 
 
Bob Street, 
Members of Coal Aston 
& Dronfield Against 
Fracking 

 
Lorraine Inglis 

Weald Action Group 

 

Lauren Jone  

Sheffield Climate 

Alliance 

 
Colin Watson 

Ellesmere Port Frack 

Free 

 
 



Deborah Gibson 

Harthill Against 

Fracking 

 
 
Elizabeth Williams 
Frack Free Lincolnshire 
 
Jill Sutclffe  

Chair KKWG  

 

Sylvia May 

Frack Free Isle of Wight 

 

Pauline Meechan and 
Reverend Deborah 
Hodson - Joint Co-

ordinators Frack Free 
Sherwood Forest & 
Edwinstowe 

 
 
Emily Mott and Ann 
Stewart 
Markwells Wood Watch 
Weald Action Group 
 

 

Bev Fullwood 

Frack Free Tinker Lane 

 
 
 
Keith Atkin 

Bolsover Against 
Fracking 

  
 

Sheelagh Handy 

Frack Free Misson  
 

 

John Clandillon-Baker  

East Kent Against 

Fracking 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


