
The Zetland Revised Plans Submitted for UKOG application  20/00513/FUL – OBJECTION statement submitted  for 

your consideration on behalf of the members and subscribers of Frack Free Isle of Wight. 17.10.2020 

 

Site Entryway and Bridle Path Adjustments 

Moving the entry way to the site 7.6 metres West of the original plan, may match a desktop scenario for 

management of the highway,  alleviating  some concerns of the visible warning time for other road users.   However 

as road users in this area are already aware,  given the Eastern section curve and uphill trajectory in the highway 

prior to the entry point and in combination with existing  amounts of regular traffic,  it will still be a very unsafe and 

potentially hazardous access and egress point of an industrial site!  

Creating an additional/alternate bridle path route will minimally increase the distance from proximity to the 6.5 

metre wide uphill access road. However it will increase the existing impact on  the ecology of the surrounding area 

by stripping away more natural habitat and biodiversity.  It also does not solve the problem of the impact of levels of 

noise and pollution that equestrians, cyclists and walkers will experience.   

 We consider these conditions to be unacceptable 

Flood Water & Drainage – Potential Pollution 

 

The report has clarified that excessive floodwater or rain runoff from the sloping vehicle access track will be 

"guided" to drain off naturally into the field on the western side, to avoid flooding the highway.   

This confirms that any pollutants deposited or leaked by vehicles on the track due to accident or mis-management , 

will  also drain into the adjacent field to filter into the substrata and potentially pollute water sources and habitats.  

 We consider these conditions to be unacceptable 

Inadequate/Incomplete and misleading  Traffic Management Information 

It is disconcerting that no detailed traffic  or other logistic plans will be submitted until permission is granted.  Why is 

it not possible to include all details of all scenarios of activity prior to consideration of the application, given UKOG’s 

quoted  “extensive experience”  from other sites ? The number of difficult junctions that have already been 

identified and highlighted illustrate some of the transport hazards on the island and this is only for the exploratory 

phase. 

 

The traffic management outline plans lack any mention of cross Solent travel.    

The inclusion of adequate planning and monitoring of transportation; of industrial equipment, oversized plant 

vehicles and multiple HGV movements of  HAZCHEM  materials by ferry to and from Southampton;  is imperative.  

Even with the new Red Kestrel Freight Ferry, crossings are potentially delayed or cancelled due to weather or other 

extenuating circumstances.  Other ferries can carry hazardous materials but these usually travel overnight. 

How will movement of these cargos to or from the port  “avoiding travel outside the hours of 19.00 and 07.00” be 

managed?  Holding areas at the portside?  East Cowes is already at capacity for traffic flow?   

We believe the solution taken from the application documentation is actually given below! 

 “With the exception of drilling, workovers, extended well tests and short-term testing, no operations or 

 activities authorised or required by this permission, shall take place other than during the hours of 07:00 to 

 19:00 hours on Monday to Friday and 09:00 to 13:00 hours on Saturday. Apart from the exceptions referred 

 to above, there shall be no working at any time on Sundays, Bank Holidays, Public or National Holidays.” 

 

So basically out of the predicted 86 week timetable  during the  66 week period for the Drilling,  Workovers , 

Appraisal and Testing it will be permissible  for the site to function outside of the parameters of this permission.  

We consider these conditions to be unacceptable.  


